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WELCOME
We are delighted to invite you to experience this exciting 

season in the life of the Minster and share in the beauty of our 
surroundings. Earlier this summer we celebrated the completion 
of the Great East Window project, an undertaking that has been 

passionately delivered and supported for the past ten years. 
This June we begin another cycle of essential works that will 
maintain this awe-inspiring building for generations to come, 

as we restore the Grand Organ. We are grateful for the strength 
and depth of skill and dedication in our community that enables 

us to care for this sacred place. 

As you visit the Minster and Dean’s Park this summer 
we hope you are able to experience something unique 

just for you. We look forward to meeting you and
 inviting you to discover God’s Love in this 

very special place.
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The Christian faith flows out of and is based 
on the life and teachings of Jesus Christ.

Christians seek to follow the way that Jesus 
taught, in fellowship with other Christians as 
part of the Church, and to live a faith which 
can change the world.

Services provide the regular rhythm to life at 
the Minster, with a minimum of four services 
taking place each day – which everyone is 
welcome to attend. 

MONDAY TO SATURDAY 

7.30am Matins

7.50am Holy Communion 
(Common Worship Order One)

12.00pm Holy Communion 
(Common Worship Order One) 

Saturday only

12.30pm Holy Communion 
(Common Worship Order One; Book of Common 

Prayer on Wednesdays; including Prayers for Healing 
and Peace on Thursdays)

5.15pm Evensong 
(normally sung, except for Mondays)

Please visit our website for more information. 

SUNDAY

8.00am Holy Communion 
(Book of Common Prayer)

10.00am Sung Eucharist 
(Common Worship Order One) 

[Sunday Weekly Notice]

11.30am Matins (sung)

4.00pm Evensong (sung)

York Minster is one of the world’s most magnificent cathedrals. 
Since the 7th century, the Minster has been at the centre of 

Christianity in the North of England and today remains a thriving 
church offering daily worship. 

The Minster was built for the glory of God. Every aspect of this 
ancient building - from the exquisite, handcrafted stone through 

to the unrivalled collection of medieval stained glass - 
tells the story of Jesus Christ. 

We invite you to discover this sacred place which has 
attracted people from across the globe for more 

than 1,000 years.
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The Minster has absorbed the prayers of 
thousands of people across the centuries; 
many people visit to simply soak up the 
atmosphere and spend time in contemplation 
away from the pressures and noise of modern 
day life. Others choose to light a candle for 
someone or something close to their hearts, 
say a prayer or write a message to be prayed. 
There are opportunities to  join organised 
activities and groups including Minster Mice -
a simple service for young children and their 
parents and carers - or take part in special and 
occasional services, for example Threshold, a 
monthly multi-sensory contemplative service. 

INVITING 
EVERYONE TO 

DISCOVER GOD’S LOVE

WORSHIP



We invite you to experience our vast spaces and 
breath-taking medieval architecture, discover our 
Roman roots and learn about the Minster’s role 
in Viking York. Join a free guided tour and let our 
guides lead you on a fact-filled, story-rich tour of 
our 800-year history. 

Delve beneath the Minster retracing the footsteps 
of Roman soldiers; explore state-of-the-art 
chambers in our Undercroft Museum, and 
journey through two millennia of York’s history 
through interactive digital displays and artefacts 
from the Cathedral’s 300,000 strong historic 
collection. 

For little explorers, join a family-friendly discovery 
tour, collect a treasure hunt or pick up an 
explorers’ backpack filled with gadgets 
and gizmos to inspire even the oldest of ‘kids’!
Feeling adventurous? Why not climb our Central 
Tower – the highest point in York which offers 
unbeatable, panoramic views of the city. See 
medieval stonework and gothic grotesques as 
you climb the 275 steps to the top.

If this isn’t enough, book a Hidden Minster tour 
to visit spaces usually closed off to public access. 
Go above the rooftops of York and explore one 
of York Minster’s architectural gems with our 
tour of the Chapter House Roof and Old Mason’s 
Loft. Or, if you prefer, explore behind the walls of 
the present-day Crypt, where your expert guide 
will reveal the foundations of three spectacular 
cathedrals, built on this site over nearly 1,000 
years.

Visit yorkminster.org for more information.

DISCOVER

76
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Starting this summer and for the first time in 100 years, 
York Minster’s Grand Organ will under go a major, £2m refurbishment.

The instrument, which dates from 1834, will be completely removed –
 including all 5,263 pipes – and taken to Durham for repair and 

refurbishment by organ specialists Harrison and Harrison.

The organ plays a key part in the Cathedral’s services, 
providing the heartbeat at the centre of daily worship within the 

church, and this once in a century refurbishment will ensure 
it continues to allow world-class music to be performed 

at York Minster for the next 100 years. 

The project will take two years to complete, 
with the refurbished instrument due to be 

ready for use in late 2020.

During the refurbishment 
work, the Minster’s full music 

programme will continue. 
A grand piano will be used 

alongside an existing chamber 
organ in the Quire and a 
digital organ will serve 

both the Nave and Quire.

WORKING 
TOGETHER 
TO PROTECT OUR 

HERITAGE

ORGAN 
PROJECT

SUMMER
ORGAN 
GALA

CONCERT
This summer, join some of the Minster’s renowned musicians, 

past and present, as they present a variety of entertaining festive 
favourites. This will be a final tribute before the Grand Organ is 

removed for restoration, so this celebration will mark the final farewell 
before it is returned in 2020.

SATURDAY 25 AUGUST, 7PM

To ensure you don’t miss out, 
please visit our website for ticketing information.
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CELEBRATING THE 

GREAT 
EAST 

WINDOW
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York Minster’s Great East Window is the largest 
expanse of medieval stained glass in the country, 
a masterpiece in glass and stone depicting the 
beginning and end of all things.

For the last 10 years, the 600-year-old window 
has been the subject of a major restoration and 
conservation project – one of the largest of its 
kind in Europe. In May, for the first time in a 
decade, the restored window was 
finally revealed. 

All 311 stained glass panels were removed from 
the 15th century window - which is the size of a 
tennis court - in 2008 so York Glaziers Trust could 
begin the mammoth task of restoring the fragile 
masterpiece.

The project, which also involved the conservation 
or replacement of nearly 2,500 stones by 
York Minster’s stonemasons, was part of the 
Cathedral’s York Minster Revealed project, which 
ran from 2011 to 2016.

The project has involved the installation of 
state-of-the-art UV resistant glazing, to protect 
the exterior of the medieval stained glass. This
was the first time the material had been used in 
the UK and the largest worldwide use to date.

Although the Great East Window project is 
now complete, our work to protect our 
irreplaceable medieval glass is far from finished. 
The Cathedral has launched an £11m, 20-year 
project with York Glaziers Trust to add 
environmental protective glazing to more than 
70 of its unprotected windows, buying time for 
much needed conservative work.

Learn more about the Great East Window on 
your visit to York Minster.

To get involved and to find out more, please 
visit yorkminster.org



Other hidden details about the window’s creation 
were also discovered when conservators began 
examining the glass. 

“I think we all found it thrilling when we started 
to find little scraps of physical evidence of the 
people who had been working on the window 
originally – fingerprints in the paint and marks left 
from filaments of clothing when it had been fired 
in the kiln,” Sarah added. “It connected you with 
the people who, like you, had been working on the 
window centuries before.

“We also found graffiti from the 1820s including 
the names and ages of the craftsmen and young 
apprentices. It’s quite moving to come face to 
face with someone who has put his name and age 
against his work – some as young as 14.”

But the project has not just involved preserving 
the window’s history, it’s also required the team 
to devise new ways to protect its future through 
a new, state-of-the-art protective glazing system. 
The solution chosen was a new UV resistant, 
hand-blown glass manufactured in Germany. The 
cathedral was the first building in the UK to use 
the glass, with the widest worldwide use to date. 

“We had considered at an early stage if we 
could use UV resistant glazing but at the time 
the material wasn’t suitable,” Sarah explains. “It 
seemed immensely providential that a new UV 
glass came on stream just at a time when we could 
use it. We could protect it from its traditional 
enemy – water – but the new glass meant we 
could eliminate its exposure to UV light, which was 
a real game changer.”

The Trust’s work on the project has been far 
reaching. As well as the conservation aspects, 
the team has worked with art historians, 
surveyors and members of the clergy to 
understand the history of the window and the 
narrative it tells. The funding from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund allowed it to open the Bedern 
Glaziers Studio where members of the public 
could see and speak with conservators working 
on the 600-year-old glass. 

With one of the biggest conservation and 
restoration projects of its kind finally complete, 
we caught up with Sarah Brown, Director of York 
Glaziers Trust (YGT), to talk about the Trust’s work 
over the last decade on the country’s largest 
medieval stained glass window.

The Great East Window has dominated York 
Minster’s East End for 600 years, with millions 
of people marvelling at its majesty over the 
centuries. But few have had the opportunity to 
study its content at close quarters, to develop our 
understanding of the story it tells or to uncover 
evidence of its creators, including the fingerprints 
of the original glaziers preserved in the glass. 

So, for even the most experienced expert at 
YGT, the chance to work on the internationally 
renowned stained glass window has been a unique 
career highlight.

The Trust’s involvement started as early as 2005, 
when the need for extensive work on the East 
End’s stone and glass first emerged. At the time, 
Sarah Brown was a trustee of YGT, becoming its 
Director in 2008.

“It was such an enormous project and so 
demanding it was clear that, to complete it to its 
full potential, it was going to need a remarkable 
mix of skills,” she explained.

At the start of the project, only basic details were 
known about the window’s history. Material from 
the Minster’s archives showed it had been created 
by master glazier John Thornton, of Coventry, 
between 1405 and 1408, and that he was paid 
£56 for its completion. The window depicts the 
beginning and end of all things, from the Book of 
Genesis to the Apocalypse, but little was known 
about the window’s story, and the biblical sources 
and medieval vision it represents.

“It has become clear during the project that its 
extraordinary monumentality was always taken 
into account by its creators – it was always meant 
to be read from the floor of the Cathedral,” Sarah 
explains.

Other opportunities have included developing 
its work and systems for monitoring the glass, its 
photography to record the panels and training new 
staff including five apprenticeships which were 
created during the project.

So, with the project finally drawing to a close after 
more than a decade, how does it feel to see the 
finished window?

“It’s undoubtedly been a career highlight working 
on such wonderful glass. There’s no debate - the 
Great East Window is up there as an international 
work of art and we all feel immensely privileged to 
have been part of it,” Sarah explains.

“At the time we were working on the panels we 
could see how marvellous they were, but what we 
couldn’t judge was the impact when they were 
returned to the building – it looks wonderful and 
I’m thrilled. 

“I think part of what the project has achieved is 
a massive increase in public awareness of the 
stained glass at the Minster and the treasure we 
hold. It’s a very, very special collection of glass and 
we’re hugely privileged to have it.”

Sarah Brown’s new book, The Great East 
Window of York Minster – An English 
Masterpiece, is available to purchase from 
the York Minster Shop and online at 
yorkminster.org
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RESTORING AN 
INTERNATIONAL 
WORK OF ART

Sarah Brown, 
Director of York Glaziers Trust
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SUMMER 
IN THE PARK 

HEART OF YORKSHIRE
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This summer, York Minster is heading outside 
and bringing a new experience to Dean’s Park. 
As we complete the Great East Window project 
that’s been at the centre of our story for the 
past ten years, we are marking the start of new 
projects - the organ refurbishment and expansive 
glazing conservation in particular – and exploring 
the cyclical nature of life and restoration. Just 
as this sits at the heart of the Christian faith, 
we are putting it at the centre of our summer 
programme, with workshops and events 
focusing on sustainability, our environment and 
conservation.

As we come together to enjoy the park, there will 
be tours and talks for all ages, workshops, crafts, 
performances and screenings of blockbuster 
films. The pinnacle of our season is the incredible 
Stone Carving Festival, which will see masons 
from across Europe coming together to celebrate 
their ancient craft. With all of this to enjoy, and 
food and drink provided by the team behind the 
much-loved THOR’S Tipi, there is nowhere better 
to be this summer, than with us, in the heart of 
the city, at the heart of Yorkshire.

Family activities are available daily during the 
Heart of Yorkshire Festival, discover all about 
nature and get creative in our activity tent. Make 
some noise by playing our eco-friendly music 
wall, plant a seed to take home in an origami 
newspaper pot, get comfy and read stories in 
our storytelling area, or why not borrow our 
‘minibeast’ hunt kits and see what you can find 
in our specially created wildflower area!

After relaxing in the summer sun, step inside 
the Minster to continue your adventure. Pick up 
an explorer backpack and see what weird and 
wonderful creatures you can spot. Settle down 
with the story of Noah’s Ark, use finger puppets 
and props to retell the story, play games, wear 
masks and create your own animals with our flip 
books.
Suitable for ages 3+



FLOWERS AT YORK MINSTER
Join one of York Minster’s Guides, Ros Ibbison, 
as she explores the use of flowers, their 
symbolism, and their importance in the life 
and decoration of York Minster. 
Tuesday 10 July, 11am
Free
Booking not required

YORK MINSTER’S BRODERERS
Meet the skilled craftspeople who make the 
intricate ecclesiastical vestments for York Minster. 
As they gather to showcase their craft and display 
recent creations, have a go at adding your stitch 
to their frame.
Tuesday 10 July, 1pm – 3pm
Free
Booking not required

TWIGS AND SPRIGS: 
WILLOW WEAVING WORKSHOP
Get creative this summer in the shadow of 
York Minster and learn the ancient traditional 
craft skill of willow weaving. Create a large wreath 
(11 July) or heart (20 July) to take home under the 
expert guidance of Wendy Bristow of Twigs and 
Sprigs.
Wednesday 11 July and Friday 20 July, 1pm – 3pm
£18
Spaces are limited, so advance booking at 
yorkminster.org is advised.

FLOWER ARRANGING WORKSHOPS 
Create a stylish posy arrangement of seasonal 
flowers and foliage with York Minster’s Flower 
Arrangers. All materials and tools provided. 
Thursday 12 July,  10.30am – 12.30pm and 
1.30pm – 3.30pm.
£18 
Spaces are limited, so advance booking at 
yorkminster.org is advised.

ADULT 
ACTIVITIES

BLOOMS WITH MIKE I’ANSON 
Recently retired from Helmsley Walled Garden, 
Mike has always had an interest in the productive 
garden and how gardening can benefit individual 
wellbeing. Join him in conversation this summer in 
Dean’s Park. 

Explore the use of colour in the garden, how to 
create a cut flower garden and how to extend the 
flowering season.
Saturday 14 July, 11am – 12pm
£2.50 

Discover more about organic veg growing, keeping 
soil in good heart and managing pests.
Friday 17 August, 11am – 12pm
£2.50

Tickets available on the day, but booking in 
advance via yorkminster.org is advised.

URBAN BEEKEEPING 
Join bee expert and enthusiast Julia Smith to learn 
all about bee-keeping in a built up environment. 
Brush up on your apiary awareness, get up close 
with honeycomb frames and try on a beekeeping 
suit!
Monday 23 July, 11am
£2.50
Suitable for ages 7+
Tickets available on the day, but booking in 
advance via yorkminster.org is advised.
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All the following activities will 
take place in Dean’s Park.
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The team behind THOR’S tipi bar is back with 
SÓL ÁST – the pop-up tipi bar with a summery 
vibe. Playing on its Viking heritage, the bar 
celebrates SÓL ÁST (def. SÓL = sun, ÁST = 
affection or love in Old Norse) and will reside in 
Dean’s Park over the summer months. 

In its new location next to the Minster, two 
linked canvas tipis adorned with greenery and 
lanterns will form the unique venue, combining 
the indoor cosiness that THOR’S is known for, 
with a summer theme. A large outdoor garden 
with terrace offers visitors the chance to enjoy 
one of the most iconic settings in the country, 
with a drink in hand. 

A sculpture exhibition entitled SÓL ÁST has 
been commissioned for Summer in the Park 
and will feature throughout the bar and garden. 
Displaying several works by renowned Yorkshire 
sculptor Michael Lyons, the exhibition pays 
homage to the theme of sun and light and 
allows diners and drinkers to enjoy the pieces in 
a relaxed environment.

A brand new summer drinks menu offers the 
chance for visitors to enjoy a Pimm’s, local 
draft ale or to try our signature cocktail, the 
‘Minster Martini’. The finest local coffee from 
Coffee Culture, tea and summery soft drinks also 
provide the perfect refreshment. 

The Grill, our outdoor summer BBQ, will be 
showcasing gourmet Yorkshire sausages and 
burgers made from locally sourced meat, served 
with homemade relishes. There will also be a 
vegetarian option to suit all tastes, as well as 
smaller portions for the little Vikings. 

With street food dining, alfresco drinking, 
day beds, summer tunes and contemporary 
sculptures to view, SÓL ÁST tipi bar at the 
Minster is the sunny and summery place to be 
in York from 4 July to 2 September. It’s going to 
be legendary.

SÓL ÁST
POP-UP TIPI BAR
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In the Undercroft Museum I noticed an 
explanation of how building developments 
allowed structures to soar and become suffused 
with light. My sculpture ‘Germination: Embracing 
the Light’ seemed to be at one with the notion of 
growth and light; it was clear that it had to be in 
the exhibition. The vibrant yellow of ‘Mayflower’ 
relates to the power of the sun.

The choice of the sculptures tries to reflect life in 
its multifarious facets from the mundane to the 
spiritual. Like the Minster, they attract light to 
reveal their nature. They are a celebration of life 
and reflect the unique environment in which they 
have been placed.

I hope that people will benefit from exhibition 
SÓL ÁST and will gain a greater understanding of 
this memorable building and the sculptures which 
are exhibited here. The summer bar provides a 
perfect setting for relaxation and discussion of the 
experience at the conclusion of the visit.

Words by Michael Lyons - May 2018

The idea of placing contemporary sculpture in 
the precincts of ancient Cathedrals has gained 
momentum in recent years with exhibitions at 
Gloucester, Winchester, Norwich, Lincoln and many 
other places of worship.

Modern sculpture seems to complement these 
ancient and deeply spiritual places, especially if 
it can somehow enter into the sense of place and 
history which they offer.

Here at York the sculpture will not only be 
seen against the magnificence of the Minster’s 
architecture but in relation to a summer bar, where 
people can relax and enjoy this period of the year.

This combination of the secular and the sacred 
is a potent mix, and makes one look again at the 
Minster; this wonderful testament to human 
ingenuity and spiritual longing.

If you climb up the Minster’s Central Tower, 
amongst the gargoyles and the buttresses you 
become aware of how far you can see from this 
vantage point and realise what an imposing 
presence in the landscape the structure would 
have been without anything to obscure the view 
from the countryside. You sense your place in time, 
space and history.

 BY SCULPTOR, MICHAEL LYONS
Enjoy Michael Lyons’ sculptures this summer as 

his specially curated exhibition comes to the 
gardens of SÓL ÁST tipi bar, located in 

Dean’s Park.

BIOGRAPHY
Michael Lyons (b. 1943) gained recognition in the 
1960s through inclusion in group exhibitions such 
as the ICA’s ‘Young Contemporaries’ in London 
and the ‘Northern Young Contemporaries’ at the 
Whitworth in Manchester. By the mid-70s he was 
one of the finest steel sculptors of his generation, 
whose powerful, architectural forms commanded 
attention in their relation to landscape. He has had 
solo and group exhibitions internationally and won 
numerous accolades over the last six decades. 

Lyons’ sculpture ranges from steel construction, 
rooted in the tradition of Picasso, González and 
David Smith, to organic bronzes, and from small 
intimate pieces to monumental works; although 
abstract, his work draws on landscape, the forces 
of nature, mythology and ancient cultures, making 
use of light to activate the surface.

A visit to China in 1993 profoundly influenced the 
development of Lyons’ work, and residencies in 
Mexico, Canada, Germany, USA, Turkey and Cyprus 
have resulted in numerous large-scale sculptures.  
His work is represented in the collections of the 
Arts Council England, Henry Moore Institute, Yale 
Center for British Art and galleries throughout 
Britain and abroad. Lyons was a founder member 
of the renowned Yorkshire Sculpture Park and Vice 
President of The Royal Society of Sculptors.

SÓL ÁST
SUMMER EXHIBITION

Mayflower

Germination



BLOOM!
York’s first horticultural festival will be sprouting up across 

the city this summer to celebrate the 250 year anniversary of 
The Ancient Society of York Florists, the world’s oldest 

florists society, founded in 1768.

Watch York Minster’s highly skilled flower arrangers produce 
displays based on the theme of ‘All Creatures Great and Small’ 
in Dean’s Park on Saturday 7th July, creating floral displays in 

response to artist Wendy Bristow’s willow sculptures of 
animals in the British countryside. These will stay on 
display on Sunday 8th July during which time you can 

cast your vote for your favourite design!

2322

Art, meet  
the future.

York Mediale is a brand-new  
UK festival, providing 
a showcase for leading 
international digital 
artists and the best 
emerging media art talent. 

To see our latest  
programme of events  
visit yorkmediale.com

27.09.18 - 06.10.18

York
Mediale
2018
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GET CRAFTY
Celebrate ‘All Things Bright and Beautiful, 
All Creatures Great and Small’ with hands on 
activities in York Minster’s activity marquee 
and gardens.

Take part in crafts and activities on the theme 
of nature and earn a sticker towards your Arts 
Award Discover certificate.

Arts Award Discover is an introductory award 
aimed at 5 to 9 year olds (although any child can 
take part).

Explore York Libraries and Archives, York Minster, 
York Museums Trust, and York Theatre Royal are 
offering children the opportunity to gain Arts 
Award Discover through taking part in any three 
creative activities and finding out about artists 
and crafts people.
For more information about the award visit 
www.exploreyork.org.uk
 
Activity hours: 10am – 3pm
Age guide: Suitable for 4+ years (accompanied 
by an adult)
Cost per craft activity: £2.50 per child, 
accompanying adults are free
Booking not required

Tuesday 24 July, Wednesday 25 July, 
Thursday 26 July
Invite bees into your garden by sowing seeds in 
your own decorated plant pot! 

Tuesday 31 July, Wednesday 1 August, 
Thursday 2 August
Celebrate Yorkshire Day by making your own 
stained glass style sun catcher inspired by 
York Minster’s Rose Window. 

Tuesday 7 August, Wednesday 8 August, 
Thursday 9 August 
Decorate your own canvas bag to help 
keep plastic out of the oceans for 
National Marine Week.

Tuesday 14 August, Wednesday 15 August, 
Thursday 16 August
Go green for National Allotment Week by making 
your own Green Man mask!

Tuesday 21 August, Wednesday 22 August, 
Thursday 23 August
Create your own clay animals inspired by the 
carvings from the Stone Carving Festival in Dean’s 
Park.

Tues 28 August, Wednesday 29 August, 
Thursday 30 August
Make and decorate your own bird feeder inspired 
by York Minster’s resident peregrine falcons.
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FAMILY 
CRAFTS

FAMILY WILLOW WEAVING 
Get creative this summer in the shadows 

of York Minster and learn the ancient
 traditional craft skill of willow weaving. 

Create a flower to take home to decorate 
your garden. 

Family friendly fun.
Saturday 14 July, 1pm – 3pm

£7.50 per child, accompanying adults free
Spaces are limited, so advance booking at 

yorkminster.org is advised.

All the following activities will 
take place in Dean’s Park.



TODDLER MUSIC WORKSHOP: 
MUSIC AT HEART
Suzuki Early Childhood Education is the first 
stage of the Suzuki Method of music teaching. 
It was conceived and developed by Shinichi 
Suzuki, Japanese musician, educator and 
humanitarian, during the early 20th Century, 
and today is taught worldwide. Suzuki believed 
that through the experience of making music 
with others, children are nurtured to become 
better people to build a better world: “If a child 
hears good music from the day of his birth, 
and learns to play it, he develops sensitivity, 
discipline and endurance. He gets a beautiful 
heart.”
Join workshop leader, Heather Moger for 
toddler music fun. Suitable for under 3’s.
Tuesday 17, Wednesday 18 and 
Thursday 19 July
10.30am – 11.15pm
£7.50 per child, accompanying adults are free
Spaces are limited, so advance booking at 
yorkminster.org is advised.

BARE TOED DANCE
Formed in 2001, the Bare Toed Dance Company 
have brought movement play to a variety of 
audiences as a natural way for children to learn 
about themselves, others and the world they 
live in. Set in the beautiful gardens of York 
Minster, Bare Toed Dance will run family-friendly 
movement workshops responding to the theme 
of nature.
Saturday 21 July: Minibeasts and small 
creatures
Saturday 28 July: Flowers 
Monday 27 August: Birds and Flight
11am (suitable for ages 0-3 years), 1pm and 
3pm (suitable for ages 0-6 years)
£7.50 per child, accompanying adults are free
Spaces are limited, so advance booking at 
yorkminster.org is advised.

MUDPIE ARTS 
Interactive theatre performances provide fun for 
all the family.

Mud Pie Arts specialise in improvisation with 
young children to make a story their own. Their 
interactive, multi-sensory sessions empower 
children and promote a love of books.

They currently run sessions at York Theatre Royal, 
York Explore Libraries, plus many local nurseries, 
schools and festivals. Come see what the fun is all 
about! Expect storytelling, role-play and bags of 
participation…  

Monday 30 July – ‘We’re going on a Lion Hunt’ 
by David Axtell
Come join us for a wild safari adventure!
Monday 6 August – ‘Jack and the Flum Flum Tree’ 
by Julia Donaldson
Dare you sail away to the isle of Blowyernose?!
Monday 13 August – ‘Bog Baby’ by Jeanne Willis
Help us look after our bog baby, from the magic 
pond.
11am, 1pm and 3pm
£7.50 per person
Suitable for ages 3+
Spaces are limited, so advance booking at 
yorkminster.org is advised.

TRASHBANG!
Billy Hickling, previous performer and rehearsal 
director with international stage hit STOMP, 
brings his award winning workshop, ‘TrashBang!’ 
to Dean’s Park this summer. Transforming 
everyday objects into percussion instruments, 
the ‘TrashBang! Man’ will lead interactive music 
workshops for all ages to enjoy.
Saturday 4 August, Friday 10 August and 
Saturday 11 August 
11am, 1pm and 3pm
£7.50 per child, accompanying adults are free
Spaces are limited, so advance booking at 
yorkminster.org is advised.

DAVID GIBB – 
CHILDREN’S MUSICIAN
Join award-winning songwriter and musician David 
Gibb on a musical journey through his hilarious 
and often surreal imagination, where bears live in 
the cupboard under the stairs, wolves are roaming 
the corridors at school, and trips to the moon are 
a regular occurrence. Children and families will be 
entranced as he introduces them to his magical 
musical tree and, as each flower opens, shares a 
new song for them to sing along with.

David’s songwriting draws from a wide range of 
musical influences, deftly blending folk, jazz, reggae 
and rock and roll. Climb That Tree is guaranteed to 
have both parents and children singing along in no 
time – this is music that the whole family can enjoy 
together.

Create your very own song with David Gibb. Work 
with a professional songwriter and performer to 
write a brand new song, exploring lyrics, melody, 
rhythm and more. At the end of the session, 
perform the song and wow your family and friends 
with your amazing new songwriting skills!

“Prepare to be carried away with the music…packed 
full of catchy, toe tapping numbers.” The Guardian

“David Gibb has a well-deserved cult following for 
his stage show which includes tales of dragons and 
driving chocolate cars. His lyrics are genuinely side-
splitting and tunes guaranteed to get stuck in your 
head for days.” Creative Tourist

HOW TO WRITE A SONG WORKSHOP 
Friday 24 August and Saturday 25 August
11am
£7.50 per child, accompanying adult goes free
Suitable for ages 7+

‘CLIMB THE TREE’ SHOW
Friday 24 August and Saturday 25 August
1pm and 2pm
£7.50 per person
Suitable for ages 3+
Spaces are limited, so advance booking at 
yorkminster.org is advised.

FAMILY
WORKSHOPS
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All the following activities will 
take place in Dean’s Park.
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FRIDAY 
17 AUGUST

28

STONEYARD 
OPEN DAY

See the ancient craft skills used to preserve the 
800-year-old cathedral when York Minster’s 
Stoneyard opens its doors as part of the 
international Stone Carving Festival.

Visitors will be able to see the Cathedral’s 
craftspeople at work in their workshops and 
learn about how they repair, restore and protect 
York Minster’s historic fabric using techniques 
passed down through the centuries. Chat to our 
craftspeople at work in a wonderful, working 
environment as we prepare for the weekend’s 
Stone Carving festivities.

SOUTH QUIRE AISLE 
SCAFFOLDING TOURS 
Visitors will be able to join behind the scenes 
tours of the South Quire Aisle scaffolding to see 
current conservation work taking place. Places 
for the South Quire Aisle tours are extremely 
limited and we advise booking in advance. Some 
spaces will be made available on the day. We 
recommend that participants are comfortable 
with climbing stairs.

Tours will run at: 9.45am, 10.30am, 11.15am, 
12pm, 12.45pm, 1.30pm, 2.15pm and 3pm
Book online at yorkminster.org 

STONEYARD TOURS
Tours will take in the Plaster Cast Room and 
Drawing Office. This tour will be led by the 
Master Mason, John David. No pre-booking 
required and spaces on the day will be given 
on a first come, first served basis.
Tours will run at: 10am, 11am, 12pm, 1pm 
and 2pm

VISIT OUR WORKSHOPS
Our workshops will be open throughout the day 
for people to visit. Visitors will have a chance to 
see the craftspeople demonstrate their work. 
Demonstrations will include stone carving and 
lead casting.

All tours and activities will leave from 
The Stoneyard on the day. 
Entrance to the Stoneyard and tours are free of 
charge. Doors open at 9.30am and close at 3pm.
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Join us this summer for a weekend-long 
celebration of the ancient craft of stonemasonry 
as stonemasons and carvers from across the 
UK and Europe showcase their craft at the 
international Stone Carving Festival, held in 
Dean’s Park.

The festival will see the park transformed into a 
tented village with the Masons’ Marquee forming 
the centre-piece and hub for expert craftspeople 
to carve designs based on the theme ‘All 
Creatures Great and Small’. 

Festival-goers will be able to see world-class 
stonemasons and carvers at work, try their hand 
at stone carving, hear talks from industry leaders 
and enjoy food and drink supplied by some of 
York’s finest producers. Music will be provided by 
York’s community of buskers and a range of craft 
based activities will be available for children and 
families.

The event will close on Sunday 19 August with 
a stone auction at 3.30pm, giving visitors the 
chance to bid for some of the newly carved stone. 
Funds raised from the auction will be reinvested 
in caring for York Minster.

Join us in August to see history in action, 
and celebrate a skilled community who have 
contributed to some of the most iconic buildings 
in Europe.

Back by popular demand, York Minster’s Stone 
Auction returns this summer on Wednesday 
22 August, hosted by Stephen and Son. In 
addition to bidding in person, for the first time 
people from all over the world will have the 
chance to buy historic stone removed during the 
Cathedral’s recent conservation projects, as the 
auction also moves online. 

Every penny from the sale of the stones will go 
back into the building, helping maintain it for 
future generations. 

Details for the stone auction will be announced 
nearer the time. Please refer to yorkminster.org 
for more information.

STONE
CARVING
FESTIVAL

2018

 17 - 19
 AUGUST
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YORK MINSTER 
WOULD LIKE TO THANK 
York BID, The Shepherd Group, 
The Masons, Bielby & Charles, 

G Gibson & Co Ltd and Andrew Gomersall 
for their sponsorship of York Minster’s 

Stone Carving Festival 2018. 
Our gratitude also extends to 

York University, Arup and York Consortium 
for Conservation and Craftsmanship 

for their sponsorship in kind.



York Minster is committed to investing 
in people through offering a variety of 
apprenticeships across a range of craft 
skills, including stonemasonry.

The apprentice is tutored by experienced 
stonemasons and is given the opportunity 
to practise in all the specialised disciplines 
involved with the craft; from understanding 
how architectural stone design is created, 
right through to placing new stonework in 
the building. The training also encompasses 
architectural carving and how stonework 
can be repaired and conserved in the building 
when renewal is deemed unnecessary. 
An archaeological appreciation of the fabric 
of the building is paramount as part of 
the training. York College provide training 
in order to gain the nationally recognised 
qualification of the Level 3 NVQ Diploma 
in Stonemasonry. After qualifying our 
stonemasons are encouraged to apply for 
the Cathedrals’ Workshop Fellowship 
course to obtain a Foundation Degree in 
Stonemasonry to further their understanding 
of the complexities of stonemasonry in the 
heritage sector. 

In addition to stonemasonry, apprenticeships 
are offered in plumbing, carpentry, IT and 
with our team of electricians. 

We’ve had a big workshop here for many years, 
and more recently, we’ve employed many 
stonemasons, some of them journeymen, 
from abroad. The workshop has been more 
internationally focused in the last 20 years. 
People such as journeymen carry the message 
of the York workshop away with them, and 
visitors hear about the work we do, thereby 
building our reputation.

We have taken part in Stone Festivals in Europe 
before, and we’ve had two members of our staff 
win competitions at them, so I think the quality of 
the work we do has been recognised worldwide, 
and more so over the last 20 years. The quality of 
work we do now wasn’t here 30 years ago; there is 
a different mind-set of people in the job, and the 
management has changed dramatically over the 
years. We are duty bound to look after this place, 
and keep it safe so that it’s still here for others to 
enjoy and marvel at in the future. The people who 
will really be able to judge the quality of work we 
produce now are not yet born.

Q: TELL US ABOUT THE STONE 
FESTIVALS: ARE THEY AN 
IMPORTANT EVENT FOR THE 
MASONS?
York’s first involvement with a festival was at 
Gloucester Cathedral in 1999. They had decided 
it would be a celebration of stonemasonry, and 
we carved a semi-circular stone bench for it that 
is still in place in the centre of their city. By 2000, 
a European Stone Festival had been established 
in Freiburg in south west Germany, this has 
subsequently moved to different places around 
Europe and was in Lincoln just two years ago. 
They’re great; I’ve been a few times. Masons 
mainly come from Europe, though occasionally 
people travel from America and Australia. There 
are others, but most participants are involved with 
restoration in European countries. We had our 
own first festival in York in 2000, and we created 
the bench in Dean’s Park [which you can still see 
today]. 

You want the mix of experience at the festivals, 
and often it’s not just cathedral people. Some 
come from commercial firms. It’s just fun, it’s a 
celebration of our craft, with individuals coming

together. The noise on the first morning is 
extraordinary. When people start cutting into their 
stone - that busy chipping sound of people carving 
at the same time - it’s wonderful and something 
that always stays with me. Some people carve 
extraordinary things, and it can be challenging, but 
that’s the beauty of the weekend. Also, what is 
so rewarding at these events is that we meet like-
minded people who often become lifelong friends.
It’s a lovely, big social event, with lots of eating and 
drinking. There’s going to be beer… It’s so pleasant.

Ahead of this year’s 

STONE CARVING 
FESTIVAL

we sat down with Master Mason 
John David, to reflect on his career, 
his passion for masonry, and to talk

 about what we might expect 
from this summer’s festival. 

Q: CAN YOU TELL US HOW YOU GOT 
STARTED IN THE INDUSTRY AND A 
LITTLE ABOUT YOUR CAREER SO FAR? 
I always wanted to study engineering and that 
developed into a science-based application doing 
architecture. Through the duration of my course I’d seen 
an advertisement for a restoration sculpture course, 
which I enquired about and eventually moved into as a 
trainee. Through this, I became involved in stonework 
and trained as a stonemason. In architecture I had really 
wanted to work with older buildings.

Q: SO THAT’S WHY YOU WENT DOWN 
THAT ROUTE, TO WORK WITH OLDER 
BUILDINGS?
During a gap year after school I worked as an 
architectural technician for a while in Cardiganshire, 
and I was based in a drawing office in the summertime. 
I could see all the holidaymakers outside and I thought, 
I don’t want an office job. I wanted to be outside. I 
wanted to physically handle raw materials and create it 
into these wonderful shapes that you see dotted around 
the countryside. I wanted to be working with a natural 
material within an architectural and (for me) a romantic 
environment.

Q: DO YOU FIND YOU’RE ALWAYS 
LEARNING?
Every day. I’m learning something new every day. It was 
a long process getting into this line of work and it wasn’t 
until I was 25 that I began to focus on the direction 
I really wanted to head in. I just wanted to enjoy my 
career. I got it right. It’s something I still love, and I still 
look forward to the day’s work. I wouldn’t want to be 
anywhere else. In this respect, I consider myself very 
fortunate.

Q: HAS YORK HAD ANY INFLUENCE 
ON THE CULTURE AND LANDSCAPE OF 
STONEMASONRY?
York Minster is renowned internationally as being 
significant as it displays what are recognised as the 
three stages of English gothic architecture and the 
evolution of these styles. Salisbury, for example is of 
one period, whereas at York the building development is 
very clear, with bits that have been joined on to others, 
initially influenced by the Romanesque building which 
came before what we see now. 
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Chat to John David and the 
Stoneyard team on the 17 August, 

during the Minster’s annual 
Stoneyard Open Day, to find out more.



Tuesday 28 August 

PAN’S LABYRINTH  (15) 119mins 
In 1944 Spain young Ofelia and her ailing mother 
arrive at the post of her mother’s new husband, a 
sadistic army officer who is trying to quell a 
guerrilla uprising. While exploring an ancient maze, 
Ofelia encounters the faun Pan, who tells her that 
she is a legendary lost princess and must complete 
three dangerous tasks in order to claim immortality.

Wednesday 29 August

HARRY POTTER AND THE 
PHILOSOPHER’S STONE  (PG) 146mins
Adaptation of the first of J.K. Rowling’s popular 
children’s novels about Harry Potter, a boy who 
learns on his eleventh birthday that he is the 
orphaned son of two powerful wizards and 
possesses unique magical powers of his own. 
He is summoned from his life as an unwanted 
child to become a student at Hogwarts, an English 
boarding school for wizards. There, he meets 
several friends who become his closest allies and 
help him discover the truth about his parents’ 
mysterious deaths.

Thursday 30 August

THE GREATEST SHOWMAN  (PG) 105mins
Inspired by the imagination of P. T. Barnum, The 
Greatest Showman is an original musical that 
celebrates the birth of show business & tells of a 
visionary who rose from nothing to create a 
spectacle that became a worldwide sensation.

Doors will open at 6.30pm for an 8pm start.
Prices:
General admission £15.00
Child admission (3 – 15 years) £10.00
Disabled and carer general admission £7.50
Group admission (10 or more people) £14.00

There is an option to buy premium VIP tickets 
which gives guests the chance to:
- Watch the film from a reserved director’s chair,
   in prime position of the screen
- Enjoy a complimentary drink
VIP admission £27.50

Tickets can be booked via 
www.thelunacinema.com

THE 
LUNA

CINEMA
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We are delighted to 
welcome the country’s leading 
producer of open-air cinema, 

The Luna Cinema, to Dean’s Park for 
the first time this summer. With the 

stunning Gothic cathedral and 
beautiful stained glass windows 
providing the ultimate backdrop, 
it will make for a fabulous night 

of cinema under the stars.
The Greatest Showman © 2017 Twentieth Century Fox 
Film Corporation. All rights reserved.



SHOP
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NEW 
FOR SUMMER 2018 

Visit our pop up shop 
in Dean’s Park 

stocked full of items 
for all the family. YORKMINSTER.ORG

Discover the ‘Heart of Yorkshire’ jewellery 
range by Azendi. The beautiful collection 
re-creates the flowing lines of the romantic 
tracery from the famous Great West 
Window, in highly polished sterling silver.

Own a piece of York Minster’s history and 
purchase a handcrafted fountain pen turned 
from 13th century oak timber, recovered 
from the 1984 South Transept fire. 

Buy replicas of the Minster’s finest stone 
carvings from funny faces to animals and 
mythical beasts.

Celebrate the completion of the Great 
East Window and take home exclusively 
commissioned souvenirs.
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PROGRAMME
CALENDAR

Saturday 7 July
Bloom: Live flower arranging

Sunday 8 July
Bloom: Flower displays 

Tuesday 10 July
Flowers at the Minster

Tuesday 10 July
York Minster’s Broderers

Wednesday 11 July
Adult willow weaving workshop 
with Twigs & Sprigs 
Thursday 12 July
Adult flower arranging workshop

Saturday 14 July
Blooms with Mike I’Anson

Saturday 14 July
Family willow weaving workshop 
with Twigs & Sprigs

Tuesday 17 - Thursday 19 July
Toddler Music Workshop: 
Music at Heart 

Friday 20 July
Adult willow weaving workshop 
with Twigs and Sprigs

Saturday 21 July
Bared Toed Dance: Minibeasts 
and small creatures 

Monday 23 July
Urban Beekeeping Talk

Friday 17 August 
Blooms with Mike I’Anson 

Friday 17 August 
Stoneyard Open Day

Saturday 18 - Sunday 19 August 
York Minster’s Stone Carving 
Festival 2018

Tuesday 21 - Thursday 23 August 
Family Craft (Stone Carving 
Festival)

Friday 24 August 
David Gibb – children’s musician

Saturday 25 August 
David Gibb – children’s musician

Monday 27 August 
Bare Toed Dance: Birds and Flight

Tuesday 28 - Thursday 30 August 
Family Craft (Peregrine Falcons)

Tuesday 28 August 
Luna Cinema: Pan’s Labyrinth

Wednesday 29 August 
Luna Cinema: Harry Potter and 
the Philosopher’s Stone

Thursday 30 August 
Luna Cinema: 
The Greatest Showman

VISITING 
INFORMATION

GREAT VALUE ADMISSION
Your ticket includes entrance to the Minster, the 
Undercroft Museum and the Crypt, as well as free 
guided tours, which take place Monday-Saturday 
between 10am-3pm (subject to availability). 

Adult: £10 advance online purchase, or £11 on 
the door
Concession: £9
Under 16s: Up to four children free with each 
paying adult

All tickets are valid for 12 months, and online 
booking ensures fast-track entry.

Admission is free to York Card holders, or York 
residents with proof of address.

Your admission charge directly supports the 
future of this holy and historic building.

ADD MORE TO YOUR VISIT
Climb the Central Tower, an important city 
landmark with the best views of Yorkshire.

Join a Hidden Minster Tour, and delve back in 
time as you explore the Crypt Passages or 
Chapter House Roof.

Please see yorkminster.org for prices and 
booking.

OPENING TIMES 
Monday-Saturday from 9am
Sunday from 12.45pm

Please note there are occasions when the 
Minster is open for services only. Please check 
opening times before you visit.

GROUP VISITS
There are special discounts for groups of 10 or 
more people, and a range of exclusive or tailored 
tours. For more information visit 
www.yorkminster.org/visit/groups, 
call 01904 557275 or email us at 
bookings@yorkminster.org. 

LEARNING AND COMMUNITY
York Minster is a treasure trove of learning 
experiences with activities, resources and 
workshops for all ages. For more information
visit www.yorkminster.org/learning, 
call 01904 557275, or email us at 
bookings@yorkminster.org

All information correct at the time of going to print. 
Please check the website for all terms and conditions.
 

Tuesday 24 - Thursday 26 July
Family Craft (Bees)

Wednesday 25 July
Summer Organ Gala

Saturday 28 July
Bare Toed Dance: Flowers

Monday 30 July
Mudpie Arts: 
‘We’re Going on a Lion Hunt’

Tuesday 31 July - Thursday 2 
August
Family Craft (Yorkshire Day)

Saturday 4 August
TrashBang!

Monday 6 August 
Mudpie Arts: 
‘Jack and the Flum Flum Tree’

Tuesday 7 - Thursday 9 August 
Family Craft 
(National Marine Week)

Friday 10 August 
TrashBang!

Saturday 11 August 
TrashBang!

Monday 13 August 
Mudpie Arts: ‘Bog Baby’

Tuesday 14 - Thursday 16 August 
Family Craft 
(National Allotment Week)
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