
CHOR AL EVENSONG

on the 

Festival of Christ the King

Sunday 21 November 2021
at 4.00 pm



Welcome
A warm welcome to York Minster and to this service of Choral Evensong, 
which includes, as the anthem, the first movement of J S Bach’s Cantata 
Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme. Welcome if you are a regular worshipper 
and know the Minster well, and welcome if you are experiencing this 
building and this form of worship for the first time today.

Wachet auf is one of Bach’s best-known church cantatas, composed 
originally for the 27th Sunday after Trinity, probably in 1731. It is based 
around Philipp Nicolai’s hymn, familiar in its English translation as 
Sleepers wake. It provides an admirable preparation for the approaching 
season of Advent.

Today’s service will be live streamed from the Minster. We hope that this 
regular provision of choral worship will help us through the months ahead 
and the challenges of different restrictions due to the pandemic.

In this service we are immersed in the words of scripture, spoken and 
sung, and we are given time and space to lose ourselves in prayer and 
come closer to God.
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Order of Service

A bell is rung and these prayers are sung:

O praise the Lord, all ye servants of the Lord.

Let us pray.

O Lord, open thou our lips and purify our hearts, that we may worthily magnify 
thy holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O praise the Lord with me, and let us magnify his name together.

Please stand as the procession enters.

Introit

O nata lux de lumine Jesu Redemptor saeculi,
dignare clemens supplicum laudes precesque sumere.

Qui carne quondam contegi dignatus es pro perditis,
nos membra confer effici tui beati corporis.

O Light born of light, Jesu Redeemer of the world: 
deign in mercy to hear the prayers and praises of those who kneel before you.

You who once deigned to take flesh for the sake of those who were lost: 
make us members of your blessed body.

Words 10th century ♦ Music Thomas Tallis (c. 1505–85)

Preces

O Lord, open thou our lips; 
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

O God, make speed to save us;
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.

Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.

Music William Smith (1603–45)
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Please sit for the singing of the psalms but stand for the final Gloria.

Psalm

The Lord is King, and hath put on glorious apparel ♦ the Lord hath put on his 
apparel, and girded himself with strength.

He hath made the round world so sure ♦ that it cannot be moved.
Ever since the world began hath thy seat been prepared ♦ thou art from 

everlasting.
The floods are risen, O Lord, the floods have lift up their voice ♦ the floods lift 

up their waves.
The waves of the sea are mighty, and rage horribly ♦ but yet the Lord, who 

dwelleth on high, is mightier.
Thy testimonies, O Lord, are very sure ♦ holiness becometh thine house for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son ♦ and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be ♦ world without end. Amen.

Psalm 93
Please sit.

First Lesson

The First Lesson is from the Book of Daniel.

King Belshazzar made a great festival for a thousand of his lords, and he was 
drinking wine in the presence of the thousand.

Under the influence of the wine, Belshazzar commanded that they bring in the 
vessels of gold and silver that his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the 
temple in Jerusalem, so that the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines 
might drink from them. So they brought in the vessels of gold and silver that had 
been taken out of the temple, the house of God in Jerusalem, and the king and 
his lords, his wives, and his concubines drank from them. They drank the wine 
and praised the gods of gold and silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone.

Immediately the fingers of a human hand appeared and began writing on the 
plaster of the wall of the royal palace, next to the lampstand. The king was 
watching the hand as it wrote. Then the king’s face turned pale, and his thoughts 
terrified him. His limbs gave way, and his knees knocked together. The king 
cried aloud to bring in the enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the diviners; and the 
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king said to the wise men of Babylon, ‘Whoever can read this writing and tell 
me its interpretation shall be clothed in purple, have a chain of gold around his 
neck, and rank third in the kingdom.’ Then all the king’s wise men came in, but 
they could not read the writing or tell the king the interpretation. Then King 
Belshazzar became greatly terrified and his face turned pale, and his lords were 
perplexed.

The queen, when she heard the discussion of the king and his lords, came into 
the banqueting-hall. The queen said, ‘O king, live for ever! Do not let your 
thoughts terrify you or your face grow pale. There is a man in your kingdom 
who is endowed with a spirit of the holy gods. In the days of your father he was 
found to have enlightenment, understanding, and wisdom like the wisdom of 
the gods. Your father, King Nebuchadnezzar, made him chief of the magicians, 
enchanters, Chaldeans, and diviners, because an excellent spirit, knowledge, and 
understanding to interpret dreams, explain riddles, and solve problems were 
found in this Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar. Now let Daniel be 
called, and he will give the interpretation.’

Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king said to Daniel, ‘So you are 
Daniel, one of the exiles of Judah, whom my father the king brought from Judah? 
I have heard of you that a spirit of the gods is in you, and that enlightenment, 
understanding, and excellent wisdom are found in you. Now the wise men, the 
enchanters, have been brought in before me to read this writing and tell me its 
interpretation, but they were not able to give the interpretation of the matter. 
But I have heard that you can give interpretations and solve problems. Now 
if you are able to read the writing and tell me its interpretation, you shall be 
clothed in purple, have a chain of gold around your neck, and rank third in the 
kingdom.’

Then Daniel answered in the presence of the king, ‘Let your gifts be for yourself, 
or give your rewards to someone else! Nevertheless, I will read the writing to the 
king and let him know the interpretation. O king, the Most High God gave your 
father Nebuchadnezzar kingship, greatness, glory, and majesty. And because of 
the greatness that he gave him, all peoples, nations, and languages trembled and 
feared before him. He killed those he wanted to kill, kept alive those he wanted 
to keep alive, honoured those he wanted to honour, and degraded those he 
wanted to degrade. But when his heart was lifted up and his spirit was hardened 
so that he acted proudly, he was deposed from his kingly throne, and his glory 
was stripped from him. He was driven from human society, and his mind was 
made like that of an animal. His dwelling was with the wild asses, he was fed 
grass like oxen, and his body was bathed with the dew of heaven, until he learned 
that the Most High God has sovereignty over the kingdom of mortals, and sets 
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over it whomsoever he will. And you, Belshazzar his son, have not humbled your 
heart, even though you knew all this! You have exalted yourself against the Lord 
of heaven! The vessels of his temple have been brought in before you, and you and 
your lords, your wives and your concubines have been drinking wine from them. 
You have praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, 
which do not see or hear or know; but the God in whose power is your very 
breath, and to whom belong all your ways, you have not honoured.

‘So from his presence the hand was sent and this writing was inscribed. And 
this is the writing that was inscribed: mene, mene, tekel, and parsin. This is the 
interpretation of the matter: mene, God has numbered the days of your kingdom 
and brought it to an end; tekel, you have been weighed on the scales and found 
wanting; peres, your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.’

Then Belshazzar gave the command, and Daniel was clothed in purple, a chain of 
gold was put around his neck, and a proclamation was made concerning him that 
he should rank third in the kingdom.

That very night Belshazzar, the Chaldean king, was killed. And Darius the Mede 
received the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old.  

Here ends the First Lesson.

Daniel 5

Please stand.

Magnificat

My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his hand-maiden.
For behold from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud, in the 

imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and 

meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty 

away.
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He remembering his mercy: hath holpen his servant Israel.
As he promised to our forefathers: Abraham and his seed, for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 1. 46–55 ♦ Music The Short Service, Orlando Gibbons (1583–1625)

Please sit.

Second Lesson

The Second Lesson is from the Gospel of John.

After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of 
Tiberias.  A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he 
was doing for the sick. Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his 
disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. When he looked 
up and saw a large crowd coming towards him, Jesus said to Philip, ‘Where are 
we to buy bread for these people to eat?’ He said this to test him, for he himself 
knew what he was going to do. Philip answered him, ‘Six months’ wages would 
not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.’ One of his disciples, 
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, ‘There is a boy here who has five 
barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?’ Jesus said, 
‘Make the people sit down.’ Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so 
they sat down, about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when 
he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the 
fish, as much as they wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, 
‘Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.’ So they gathered 
them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had 
eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the sign that he had done, 
they began to say, ‘This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.’

When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make 
him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.  

Here ends the Second Lesson.

John 6. 1–15

Please stand.



8

Nunc Dimittis

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word,
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation: which thou hast prepared before the face 

of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 2.29–32 ♦ Music The Short Service, Orlando Gibbons

Please remain standing.

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead,
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Lesser Litany and Responses

The Lord be with you;
and with thy spirit.

Let us pray.

Please sit or kneel.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, 
in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive them that trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil. 
Amen.

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us;
And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the Queen; 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people;
And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord;
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
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O God, make clean our hearts within us;
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

The Collects 

Stir up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of thy faithful people; that they, 
plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, may of thee be plenteously 
rewarded; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee 
we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend 
us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Music William Smith

Please sit.

Anthem
Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme
der Wächter sehr hoch auf der Zinne,
wach auf, du Stadt Jerusalem!
Mitternacht heißt diese Stunde;
sie rufen uns mit hellem Munde:
Wo seid ihr klugen Jungfrauen?
Wohlauf, der Bräutgam kommt;
steht auf, die Lampen nehmt!
 Alleluja!
Macht euch bereit zu der Hochzeit,
ihr müsset ihm entgegen gehn!

Wake up, cries the watchmen’s voice
high up on the battlements,
wake up, city of Jerusalem!
This is the midnight hour;
they call to us with ringing voices:
Where are you, wise virgins?
Make haste, the bridegroom comes;
rise up, and take your lamps!
 Alleluia!
Prepare yourselves for the wedding,
you must set out to meet him.

Music Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)



11

Prayers

Please stand.

Hymn

Lo, he comes with clouds descending,
 once for favoured sinners slain;
thousand thousand saints attending
 swell the triumph of his train:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
 Christ appears on earth to reign.

Every eye shall now behold him
 robed in dreadful majesty;
those who set at nought and sold him,
 pierced and nailed him to the tree,
deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing,
 shall the true Messiah see.

Those dear tokens of his Passion
 still his dazzling body bears,
cause of endless exultation
 to his ransomed worshippers:
with what rapture, with what rapture, 
 with what rapture,
 gaze we on those glorious scars!
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Yea, Amen! let all adore thee,
 high on thine eternal throne;
Saviour, take the power and glory;
 claim the kingdom for thine own:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
 Thou shalt reign, and thou alone.

Words Charles Wesley (1707–88)
Tune Helmsley, neh 9, melody noted by T Olivers (1725–99)

Please remain standing.

The Blessing

Voluntary

Ciacona in C minor D Buxtehude

Some of the material in this Order of Service is reproduced from The Book of Common Prayer, the 
rights in which are vested in the Crown. It is reproduced by permission of the Crown’s Patentee, 
Cambridge University Press. This compilation is copyright © 2021 The Chapter of York.


