
CHOR AL EVENSONG

ON THE SUNDAY
NEXT BEFORE LENT

QUINQUAGESIMA

Sunday 27 February 2022
at 4.00 pm



Welcome
A warm welcome to York Minster and to this service of Choral Evensong. 
Welcome if you are a regular worshipper and know the Minster well, and 
welcome if you are experiencing this building and this form of worship for the 
first time today.

We are grateful to the Hi-Lo Singers who are singing the services this weekend 
while the Minster Choir is on holiday.

Today’s service will be live streamed from the Minster. We hope that this regular 
provision of choral worship will help us through the months ahead and the 
challenges of different restrictions due to the pandemic.

In this service we are immersed in the words of scripture, spoken and sung, and 
we are given time and space to lose ourselves in prayer and come closer to God.
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Order of Service

A bell is rung. Please stand as the procession enters the Nave.

Preces

O Lord, open thou our lips; 
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

O God, make speed to save us;
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.

Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.

Music William Smith (1603–45)

Please sit for the singing of the psalm but stand for the final Gloria.
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Psalmody

O Lord, the very heavens shall praise thy wondrous works ♦ and thy truth in the 
congregation of the saints.

For who is he among the clouds ♦ that shall be compared unto the Lord?
And what is he among the gods ♦ that shall be like unto the Lord?
God is very greatly to be feared in the council of the saints ♦ and to be had in 

reverence of all them that are round about him.
O Lord God of hosts, who is like unto thee ♦ thy truth, most mighty Lord, is on 

every side.
Thou rulest the raging of the sea ♦ thou stillest the waves thereof when they 

arise.
Thou hast subdued Egypt, and destroyed it ♦ thou hast scattered thine enemies 

abroad with thy mighty arm.
The heavens are thine, the earth also is thine ♦ thou hast laid the foundation of 

the round world, and all that therein is.

Please stand.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son ♦ and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be ♦ world without end. Amen.

Psalm 89. 5–12

Please sit.

First Lesson

The First Lesson is from the Book of the Exodus.

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he 
led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 
There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he 
looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then Moses said, ‘I 
must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned 
up.’ When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him 
out of the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ Then he said, ‘Come 
no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are 
standing is holy ground.’ He said further, ‘I am the God of your father, the God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ 
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And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 

Here ends the First Lesson.

Exodus 3. 1–6

Please stand.

Magnificat

My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his hand-maiden.
For behold from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud, in the 

imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and 

meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty 

away.
He remembering his mercy: hath holpen his servant Israel.
As he promised to our forefathers: Abraham and his seed, for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 1. 46–55
Music Evening Service in D minor, Thomas Attwood Walmisley (1814–56)

Please sit.
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Second Lesson

The Second Lesson is from the Gospel of John.

Jesus said: ‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—“Father, save me 
from this hour”? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, 
glorify your name.’ Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will 
glorify it again.’ The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. 
Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘This voice has come 
for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgement of this world; now the ruler 
of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all people* to myself.’ He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to 
die. The crowd answered him, ‘We have heard from the law that the Messiah* 
remains for ever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who 
is this Son of Man?’ Jesus said to them, ‘The light is with you for a little longer. 
Walk while you have the light, so that the darkness may not overtake you. If you 
walk in the darkness, you do not know where you are going. While you have the 
light, believe in the light, so that you may become children of light.’

Here ends the Second Lesson.

John 12. 27–36a

Please stand.

Nunc Dimittis

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word,
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation: which thou hast prepared before the face 

of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 2.29–32
Music Evening Service in D, Thomas Attwood Walmisley

Please remain standing.
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The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead,
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Lesser Litany and Responses

The Lord be with you;
and with thy spirit.

Let us pray.

Please sit or kneel.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
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Our Father, which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, 
in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive them that trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil. 
Amen.

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us;
And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the Queen; 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people;
And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord;
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us;
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
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The Collects 

O Lord, who hast taught us that all our doings without charity are nothing 
worth: Send thy Holy Ghost, and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift 
of charity, the very bond of peace and of all virtues, without which whosoever 
liveth is counted dead before thee. Grant this for thine only Son Jesus Christ’s 
sake. Amen.

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee 
we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend 
us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Music William Smith

Please sit.
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Anthem

Holy is the true light, and passing wonderful, lending radiance to them that 
endured in the heat of the conflict; from Christ they inherit a home of unfading 
splendour, wherein they rejoice with gladness evermore. Alleluia.

Words Salisbury Diurnal
Music Richard Shephard (1949–2021)

Sermon
The Revd Abigail Davison, Curate

Please stand.
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Hymn

1. O gladsome light, O grace
 of God the Father’s face,
the eternal splendour wearing;
 celestial, holy, blest,
 our Saviour Jesus Christ,
joyful in thine appearing.

2. Now, ere day fadeth quite,
 we see the evening light,
our wonted hymn outpouring;
 Father of might unknown,
 thee, his incarnate Son,
and Holy Spirit adoring.

3. To thee of right belongs
 all praise of holy songs,
O Son of God, Lifegiver;
 thee, therefore, O Most High,
 the world doth glorify,
and shall exalt for ever.

Words Greek, before 4th century translated by Robert Bridges (1844–1930)
Tune Nunc Dimittis, neh 247, melody from the Genevan Psalter (1549)

Please remain standing.

The Blessing

Voluntary

Postlude in D minor Charles Stanford
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Some of the material in this Order of Service is reproduced from The Book of Common Prayer, the 
rights in which are vested in the Crown. It is reproduced by permission of the Crown’s Patentee, 
Cambridge University Press. This compilation is copyright © 2022 The Chapter of York.


