
CHOR AL EVENSONG

ON

THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

Sunday 20 June 2021
at 4.00 pm



Welcome
A warm welcome to York Minster and to this service of Choral Evensong. 
Welcome if you are a regular worshipper and know the Minster well, and 
welcome if you are experiencing this building and this form of worship for the 
first time today.

Today’s service will be live streamed from the Minster. We hope that this regular 
provision of choral worship will help us through the months ahead and the 
challenges of different restrictions due to the pandemic.

In this service we are immersed in the words of scripture, spoken and sung, and 
we are given time and space to lose ourselves in prayer and come closer to God.
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Order of Service

A bell is rung and these prayers are sung:

O praise the Lord, all ye servants of the Lord.

Let us pray.

O Lord, open thou our lips and purify our hearts, that we may worthily magnify 
thy holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O praise the Lord with me, and let us magnify his name together.

Introit

O nata lux de lumine Jesu Redemptor saeculi,
dignare clemens supplicum laudes precesque sumere.

Qui carne quondam contegi dignatus es pro perditis,
nos membra confer effici tui beati corporis.

O Light born of light, Jesu Redeemer of the world: 
deign in mercy to hear the prayers and praises of those who kneel before you.

You who once deigned to take flesh for the sake of those who were lost: 
make us members of your blessed body.

Words 10th century ♦ Music Richard Shephard (1949–2021)
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Preces

O Lord, open thou our lips; 
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

O God, make speed to save us;
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. 
Amen.

Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.

Music William Byrd (1539–1623)

Psalm

O hear ye this, all ye people ♦ ponder it with your ears, all ye that dwell in the 
world;

High and low, rich and poor ♦ one with another.
My mouth shall speak of wisdom ♦ and my heart shall muse of understanding.
I will incline mine ear to the parable ♦ and shew my dark speech upon the harp.
Wherefore should I fear in the days of wickedness ♦ and when the wickedness of 

my heels compasseth me round about?
There be some that put their trust in their goods ♦ and boast themselves in the 

multitude of their riches.
But no man may deliver his brother ♦ nor make agreement unto God for him;
For it cost more to redeem their souls ♦ so that he must let that alone for ever;
Yea, though he live long ♦ and see not the grave.
For he seeth that wise men also die, and perish together ♦ as well as the ignorant 

and foolish, and leave their riches for other.
And yet they think that their houses shall continue for ever ♦ and that their 

dwelling-places shall endure from one generation to another; and call the 
lands after their own names.

Nevertheless, man will not abide in honour ♦ seeing that he may be compared 
unto the beasts that perish; this is the way of them.

This is their foolishness ♦ and their posterity praise their saying.
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They lie in the hell like sheep, death gnaweth upon them, and the righteous shall 
have domination over them in the morning ♦ their beauty shall consume in 
the sepulchre out of their dwelling.

But God hath delivered my soul from the place of hell ♦ for he shall receive me.
Be not thou afraid, though one be made rich ♦ or if the glory of his house be 

increased.
For he shall carry nothing away with him when he dieth ♦ neither shall his pomp 

follow him.
For while he lived, he counted himself an happy man ♦ and so long as thou doest 

well unto thyself, men will speak good of thee.
He shall follow the generation of his fathers ♦ and shall never see light.
Man being in honour hath no understanding ♦ but is compared unto the beasts 

that perish.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son ♦ and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be ♦ world without end. Amen.

Psalm 49

First Lesson
The First Lesson is from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah.

The word of the Lord came to me: You shall not take a wife, nor shall you have 
sons or daughters in this place. For thus says the Lord concerning the sons and 
daughters who are born in this place, and concerning the mothers who bear 
them and the fathers who beget them in this land: They shall die of deadly 
diseases. They shall not be lamented, nor shall they be buried; they shall become 
like dung on the surface of the ground. They shall perish by the sword and by 
famine, and their dead bodies shall become food for the birds of the air and for 
the wild animals of the earth.

For thus says the Lord: Do not enter the house of mourning, or go to lament, or 
bemoan them; for I have taken away my peace from this people, says the Lord, 
my steadfast love and mercy. Both great and small shall die in this land; they 
shall not be buried, and no one shall lament for them; there shall be no gashing, 
no shaving of the head for them. No one shall break bread for the mourner, to 
offer comfort for the dead; nor shall anyone give them the cup of consolation 
to drink for their fathers or their mothers. You shall not go into the house of 
feasting to sit with them, to eat and drink. For thus says the Lord of hosts, the 
God of Israel: I am going to banish from this place, in your days and before your 
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eyes, the voice of mirth and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom 
and the voice of the bride.

And when you tell this people all these words, and they say to you, ‘Why has the 
Lord pronounced all this great evil against us? What is our iniquity? What is the 
sin that we have committed against the Lord our God?’

Here ends the First Lesson.

Jeremiah 10. 1–16

Magnificat

My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his hand-maiden.
For behold from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud, in the 

imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and 

meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty 

away.
He remembering his mercy: hath holpen his servant Israel.
As he promised to our forefathers: Abraham and his seed, for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 1. 46–55 ♦ Music Service in G, Herbert Sumsion (1899–1995)
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Second Lesson

The Second Lesson is from the Letter of Paul to the Romans.

So that you may not claim to be wiser than you are, brothers and sisters, I want 
you to understand this mystery: a hardening has come upon part of Israel, until 
the full number of the Gentiles has come in. And so all Israel will be saved; as it 
is written,
‘Out of Zion will come the Deliverer;
 he will banish ungodliness from Jacob.’
‘And this is my covenant with them,
 when I take away their sins.’
As regards the gospel they are enemies of God for your sake; but as regards 
election they are beloved, for the sake of their ancestors; for the gifts and the 
calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were once disobedient to God but 
have now received mercy because of their disobedience, so they have now been 
disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive 
mercy. For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to 
all.

O the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are his judgements and how inscrutable his ways!
‘For who has known the mind of the Lord?
 Or who has been his counsellor?’
‘Or who has given a gift to him,
 to receive a gift in return?’
For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory 
for ever. Amen.

Here ends the second lesson.

Romans 11. 25–36
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Nunc Dimittis
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word,
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation: which thou hast prepared before the face 

of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 2.29–32 ♦ Music Service in G, Herbert Sumsion 

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead,
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Lesser Litany and Responses

The Lord be with you;
and with thy spirit.

Let us pray.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, 
in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive them that trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil. 
Amen.

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us;
And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the Queen; 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people;
And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord;
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us;
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
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The Collects 

O Lord, we beseech thee mercifully to hear us; and grant that we, to whom 
thou hast given an hearty desire to pray, may by thy mighty aid be defended and 
comforted in all dangers and adversities; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee 
we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend 
us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Music William Byrd
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Anthem

I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the 
temple.

Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his 
face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one cried 
unto another, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his 
glory. And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the 
house was filled with smoke.

O Trinity! O Unity!
Be present as we worship thee,
and with the songs that angels sing 
unite the hymns of praise we bring. Amen.

Words Isaiah 6: 1–4 and Henry Ramsden Bramley 1833–1917
Music John Stainer 1840–1901

Sermon
The Revd Dr Victoria Johnson, Canon Precentor

The Blessing

Voluntary
Allegro (Symphonie VI i) Charles-Marie Widor



Some of the material in this Order of Service is reproduced from The Book of Common Prayer, the 
rights in which are vested in the Crown. It is reproduced by permission of the Crown’s Patentee, 
Cambridge University Press. Material from Common Worship: Times and Seasons, is copyright © The 
Archbishops’ Council. This compilation is copyright © 2021 The Chapter of York.


