
CHOR AL EVENSONG

ON

THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

Sunday 4 July 2021
at 4.00 pm



Welcome
A warm welcome to York Minster and to this service of Choral Evensong. 
Welcome if you are a regular worshipper and know the Minster well, and 
welcome if you are experiencing this building and this form of worship for the 
first time today.

Today’s service will be live streamed from the Minster. We hope that this regular 
provision of choral worship will help us through the months ahead and the 
challenges of different restrictions due to the pandemic.

In this service we are immersed in the words of scripture, spoken and sung, and 
we are given time and space to lose ourselves in prayer and come closer to God.
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Order of Service

A bell is rung and these prayers are sung:

O praise the Lord, all ye servants of the Lord.

Let us pray.

O Lord, open thou our lips and purify our hearts, that we may worthily magnify 
thy holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O praise the Lord with me, and let us magnify his name together.

Introit

Jesu, the very thought of thee with sweetness fills my breast; 
but sweeter far thy face to see, and in thy presence rest.

Words St Bernard (1090–1153) translated by E Caswall (1814–1878)
Music Edward Bairstow (1874–1946)
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Preces

O Lord, open thou our lips; 
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

O God, make speed to save us;
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. 
Amen.

Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.

Music William Smith (1603–45)

Psalm

Hear my voice, O God, in my prayer : preserve my life from fear of the enemy.
Hide me from the gathering together of the froward ♦ and from the insurrection 

of wicked doers;
Who have whet their tongue like a sword ♦ and shoot out their arrows, even 

bitter words;
That they may privily shoot at him that is perfect ♦ suddenly do they hit him, 

and fear not.
They encourage themselves in mischief ♦ and commune among themselves how 

they may lay snares, and say that no man shall see them.
They imagine wickedness, and practise it ♦ that they keep secret among 

themselves, every man in the deep of his heart.
But God shall suddenly shoot at them with a swift arrow ♦ that they shall be 

wounded.
Yea, their own tongues shall make them fall insomuch that whoso seeth them 

shall laugh them to scorn.
And all men that see it shall say, This hath God done ♦ for they shall perceive 

that it is his work.
The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord, and put his trust in him ♦ and all they 

that are true of heart shall be glad.
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son ♦ and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be ♦ world without end. Amen.

Psalm 64

First Lesson
The First Lesson is from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah.

Now the priest Pashhur son of Immer, who was chief officer in the house of the 
Lord, heard Jeremiah prophesying these things. Then Pashhur struck the prophet 
Jeremiah, and put him in the stocks that were in the upper Benjamin Gate of the 
house of the Lord. The next morning when Pashhur released Jeremiah from the 
stocks, Jeremiah said to him, The Lord has named you not Pashhur but ‘Terror-
all-around.’ For thus says the Lord: I am making you a terror to yourself and to 
all your friends; and they shall fall by the sword of their enemies while you look 
on. And I will give all Judah into the hand of the king of Babylon; he shall carry 
them captive to Babylon, and shall kill them with the sword. I will give all the 
wealth of this city, all its gains, all its prized belongings, and all the treasures of 
the kings of Judah into the hand of their enemies, who shall plunder them, and 
seize them, and carry them to Babylon. And you, Pashhur, and all who live in 
your house, shall go into captivity, and to Babylon you shall go; there you shall 
die, and there you shall be buried, you and all your friends, to whom you have 
prophesied falsely.

O Lord, you have enticed me,
 and I was enticed;
you have overpowered me,
 and you have prevailed.
I have become a laughing-stock all day long;
 everyone mocks me.
For whenever I speak, I must cry out,
 I must shout, ‘Violence and destruction!’
For the word of the Lord has become for me
 a reproach and derision all day long.
If I say, ‘I will not mention him,
 or speak any more in his name’,
then within me there is something like a burning fire
 shut up in my bones;
I am weary with holding it in,
 and I cannot.



6

For I hear many whispering:
 ‘Terror is all around!
Denounce him! Let us denounce him!’
 All my close friends
 are watching for me to stumble.
‘Perhaps he can be enticed,
 and we can prevail against him,
 and take our revenge on him.’
But the Lord is with me like a dread warrior;
 therefore my persecutors will stumble,
 and they will not prevail.

Here ends the First Lesson.

Jeremiah 20. 1–11a

Magnificat

My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his hand-maiden.
For behold from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud, in the 

imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and 

meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty 

away.
He remembering his mercy: hath holpen his servant Israel.
As he promised to our forefathers: Abraham and his seed, for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 1. 46–55 ♦ Music The St Paul’s Service, Herbert Howells (1892–1983)
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Second Lesson

The Second Lesson is from the Letter of Paul to the Romans.

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarrelling over 
opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 
Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must 
not pass judgement on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you 
to pass judgement on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they 
stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be 
alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, 
observe it in honour of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honour of the Lord, 
since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honour of the 
Lord and give thanks to God.

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to 
the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether 
we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he 
might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

Why do you pass judgement on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you 
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgement seat of 
God. For it is written,
‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
 and every tongue shall give praise to God.’
So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

Let us therefore no longer pass judgement on one another, but resolve instead 
never to put a stumbling-block or hindrance in the way of another. I know and 
am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself; but it is unclean 
for anyone who thinks it unclean. If your brother or sister is being injured by 
what you eat, you are no longer walking in love. Do not let what you eat cause 
the ruin of one for whom Christ died. So do not let your good be spoken of as 
evil. For the kingdom of God is not food and drink but righteousness and peace 
and joy in the Holy Spirit.

Here ends the second lesson.

Romans 14. 1–17
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Nunc Dimittis
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word,
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation: which thou hast prepared before the face 

of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Words Luke 2.29–32 ♦ Music The St Paul’s Service, Herbert Howells

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead,
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Lesser Litany and Responses

The Lord be with you;
and with thy spirit.

Let us pray.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, 
in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive them that trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil. 
Amen.

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us;
And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the Queen; 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people;
And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord;
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us;
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
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The Collects 

Grant, O Lord, we beseech thee, that the course of this world may be so 
peaceably ordered by thy governance, that thy Church may joyfully serve thee in 
all godly quietness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee 
we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend 
us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Music William Smith
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Anthem

O sing unto the Lord a new song,
sing unto the Lord all the whole earth.
Sing unto the Lord and praise his Name,
be telling of his salvation from day to day.
For he cometh to judge the earth,
and with righteousness to judge the world
and the people with his truth.

Words Psalm 96.  1, 2, 13
Music James MacMillan (b. 1959)

Sermon
The Revd Abigail Davison, Curate

The Blessing

Voluntary
Fantasy (Suite No 1)  Florence Price



Some of the material in this Order of Service is reproduced from The Book of Common Prayer, the 
rights in which are vested in the Crown. It is reproduced by permission of the Crown’s Patentee, 
Cambridge University Press. Material from Common Worship: Times and Seasons, is copyright © The 
Archbishops’ Council. This compilation is copyright © 2021 The Chapter of York.


