
THE EUCHARIST

ON THE LAST
SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

BIBLE SUNDAY

with the Baptism of Benjamin Higgins

Sunday 24 October 2021
at 11.00 am



Welcome to this service of Holy Communion on the Last Sunday after Trinity, 
which we are keeping as Bible Sunday.

The Preacher is the Revd Abi Davison, Curate.

Information about this Service

 ♦ During the Half Term holiday the Minster Choir takes a well earned 
break; today, our services are said but enriched with organ music and 
congregational singing.

 ♦ York Minster is keeping a number of safety measures in place to help keep 
our worshippers, visitors, staff and volunteers safe.

 ♦ Our staff and volunteers will continue to wear face masks and we strongly 
encourage worshippers to wear face coverings unless they are exempt.

 ♦ To allow people to maintain physical distancing, we continue to limit the 
capacity in the building. 

 ♦ In order to assist social distancing, please follow the directions of the 
stewards. 

 ♦ We will continue to carry out additional cleaning of high contact areas of 
the cathedral throughout the day. Hand sanitizer is available for your use.

 ♦ We will continue to display qr code posters near the entrance to the 
Minster so worshippers can check in using the nhs covid-19 app.

 ♦ Currently, Holy Communion is administered in one kind only. If you 
normally receive communion in your own church, you are very welcome to 
receive communion here. If you do not wish to take communion but would 
like to receive a blessing, please come forward and let the minister know.

 ♦ Gluten-free communion wafers are available from the communion station 
at the front, nearest the altar. Please follow the directions of the Stewards. 
When the time comes to receive communion, please ask the minister for a 
gluten-free wafer.

 ♦ This service is being live-streamed, but care is taken to focus on the clergy 
and not the congregation. For licensing and safeguarding reasons, please do 
not record this service on your own devices.

 ♦ If you would like to make a donation to support the mission and ministry 
of York Minster, there are contactless donation points and collection boxes 
available as you leave.

Please join in saying together the words printed in bold type.
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The Gathering

Please stand for the Processional Hymn.

Processional Hymn

Thou whose almighty word
chaos and darkness heard,
 and took their flight;
hear us, we humbly pray,
and where the gospel-day
sheds not its glorious ray
 let there be light.

Thou who didst come to bring
on thy redeeming wing
 healing and sight,
health to the sick in mind,
sight to the inly blind,
O now to all mankind
 let there be light.

Spirit of truth and love,
life-giving, holy Dove,
 speed forth thy flight;
move o’er the waters’ face,
bearing the lamp of grace,
and in earth’s darkest place
 let there be light.
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Blessèd and holy Three
glorious Trinity,
 Wisdom, Love, Might,
boundless as ocean’s tide
rolling in fullest pride,
through the world far and wide
 let there be light.

Words John Marriott (1780–1825)
Tune Moscow, neh 466, adapted from a tune by F Giardini (1716–96)

The Greeting

The President says:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Please remain standing.

Our Lord Jesus Christ has told us
that to enter the kingdom of heaven
we must be born again of water and the Spirit,
and has given us baptism as the sign and seal of this new birth.
Here we are washed by the Holy Spirit and made clean.
Here we are clothed with Christ,
dying to sin that we may live his risen life.
As children of God, we have a new dignity
and God calls us to fullness of life.
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Prayer of Preparation

The Deacon says:

My brothers and sisters,
as we prepare to celebrate the presence of Christ
in word and sacrament,
let us call to mind and confess our sins.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name. Amen.

The President says:

Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
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Gloria in Excelsis

The congregation says:

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, we worship you, 
we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, 
only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen.

Please remain standing.
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The Collect
Let us pray.

Silence is kept.

Blessed Lord,
who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning:
help us so to hear them,
to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them
that, through patience, and the comfort of your holy word,
we may embrace and for ever hold fast
the hope of everlasting life,
which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Please sit.

The Liturgy of the Word

Old Testament Reading

A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah.

Everyone who thirsts,
 come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
 come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
 without money and without price.
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
 and your labour for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
 and delight yourselves in rich food.
Incline your ear, and come to me;
 listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
 my steadfast, sure love for David.
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See, I made him a witness to the peoples,
 a leader and commander for the peoples.
See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
 and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel,
 for he has glorified you.

Seek the Lord while he may be found,
 call upon him while he is near;
let the wicked forsake their way,
 and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them,
 and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
 nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
 so are my ways higher than your ways
 and my thoughts than your thoughts.

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
 and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
 it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
 and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

Isaiah 55. 1–11

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Reading

The Gospel is heralded by music played on the organ. Please stand.

When the Gospel is announced the reader says:

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the Jews:

I have a testimony greater than John’s. The works that the Father has given me 
to complete, the very works that I am doing, testify on my behalf that the Father 
has sent me. And the Father who sent me has himself testified on my behalf. You 
have never heard his voice or seen his form, and you do not have his word abiding 
in you, because you do not believe him whom he has sent.

‘You search the scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; 
and it is they that testify on my behalf. Yet you refuse to come to me to have life. 
I do not accept glory from human beings. But I know that you do not have the 
love of God in you. I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not accept me; 
if another comes in his own name, you will accept him. How can you believe 
when you accept glory from one another and do not seek the glory that comes 
from the one who alone is God? Do not think that I will accuse you before the 
Father; your accuser is Moses, on whom you have set your hope. If you believed 
Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. But if you do not believe 
what he wrote, how will you believe what I say?’ 

John 5. 36b–end 
After the Gospel the reader says:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Music is played to honour the Gospel.

Sermon
The Revd Abi Davison, Curate

The organist improvises a reflective response.
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The Liturgy of Baptism

The Presentation
A minister addresses the congregation:

Faith is the gift of God to his people.
In baptism the Lord is adding to our number those whom he is calling.
People of God, will you welcome Benjamin, 
and uphold him in his new life in Christ?
With the help of God, we will.

The minister addresses Benjamin’s parents and godparents and supporting friends:

Parents and godparents,
the Church receives Benjamin with joy.
Today we are trusting God for his growth in faith. 
Will you pray for him, 
draw him by your example into the community of faith 
and walk with him in the way of Christ?
With the help of God, we will. 

In baptism Benjamin begins his journey in faith. 
You speak for him today. 
Will you care for him, 
and help him to take him place within the life and worship of Christ’s Church?
With the help of God, we will.

The Decision
A minister says:

In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light.
To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him.

Therefore I ask:

Do you turn to Christ?
I turn to Christ.

Do you repent of your sins?
I repent of my sins.

Do you renounce evil?
I renounce evil.
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Signing with the Cross
A minister makes the sign of the cross on Benjamin’s forehead, saying:

Christ claims you for his own.
Receive the sign of his cross.

Do not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified.
Fight valiantly as a disciple of Christ
against sin, the world and the devil
and remain faithful to Christ to the end of your life.

May almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness,
restore in you the image of his glory,
and lead you in the light and obedience of Christ.
Amen.

As the organ plays, please stand to face the font.

Prayer over the Water
Praise God who made heaven and earth,
who keeps his promise for ever.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

We thank you, almighty God, for the gift of water
to sustain, refresh and cleanse all life.
Over water the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation.
Through water you led the children of Israel
from slavery in Egypt to freedom in the Promised Land.
In water your Son Jesus received the baptism of John
and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ,
to lead us from the death of sin to newness of life.

We thank you, Father, for the water of baptism.
In it we are buried with Christ in his death.
By it we share in his resurrection.
Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.
Therefore, in joyful obedience to your Son,
we baptize into his fellowship those who come to him in faith.
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Now sanctify this water that, by the power of your Holy Spirit,
they may be cleansed from sin and born again.
Renewed in your image, may they walk by the light of faith
and continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Lord;
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit
be all honour and glory, now and for ever.
Amen.

Profession of Faith
Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess
together with Benjamin’s parents and godparents
the faith of the Church.

Do you believe and trust in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Baptism
Benjamin Anthony,
I baptize you in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

May God, who has received you by baptism into his Church,
pour upon you the riches of his grace,
that within the company of Christ’s pilgrim people
you may daily be renewed by his anointing Spirit,
and come to the inheritance of the saints in glory. Amen.

As the organ plays, the procession returns to the Nave Sanctuary.

The Welcome
There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism:
Benjamin, by one Spirit we are all baptized into one body.

We welcome you into the fellowship of faith;
we are children of the same heavenly Father;
we welcome you.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace

The President says:

We are the body of Christ.
In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body.
Let us then pursue all that makes for peace
and builds up our common life.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Members of the congregation are invited to exchange a sign of peace.
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Offertory Hymn

Word of God, come down on earth,
 living rain from heaven descending;
touch our hearts and bring to birth
 faith and hope and love unending.
Word almighty, re revere you;
 Word made flesh, we long to hear you.

Word eternal, throned on high, 
 Word that brought to life creation,
Word that came from heaven to die,
 crucified for our salvation,
saving Word, the world restoring,
 speak to us, your love outpouring.

Word that speaks your Father’s love,
 one with him beyond all telling,
Word that sends us from above
 God the Spirit, with us dwelling,
Word of truth, to all truth lead us,
 Word of life, with one Bread feed us.

Words James Quinn, SJ (1919–2010)
Tune Liebster Jesu, am 825, Johann Ahle (1625–73)

Taking of the Bread and Wine

This prayer is said as the gifts are presented:

Wise and gracious God,
you spread a table before us;
nourish your people with the word of life
and the bread of heaven. Amen.
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The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God.
From sunrise to sunset this day is holy,
for Christ has risen from the tomb
and scattered the darkness of death
with light that will not fade.
This day the risen Lord walks with your gathered people,
unfolds for us your word,
and makes himself known in the breaking of the bread.
And though the night will overtake this day
you summon us to live in endless light,
the never-ceasing sabbath of the Lord.
And so, with choirs of angels
and with all the heavenly host,
we proclaim your glory
and join their unending song of praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Please sit.
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We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross.

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again.

Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.

Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Peter the Apostle, William of York, and all the saints,
to feast at your table in heaven.
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Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever. Amen.

A short silence is kept.

The Lord’s Prayer

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

The President breaks the consecrated bread, saying:

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

God’s holy gifts 
for God’s holy people.
Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.

The body and blood of Christ keep you in eternal life.

Communion is administered at a number of places. You will be guided by the Stewards.
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Prayer after Communion

The congregation stands.

God of all grace,
your Son Jesus Christ fed the hungry
with the bread of his life
and the word of his kingdom:
renew your people with your heavenly grace,
and in all our weakness
sustain us by your true and living bread;
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
Amen.

Hymn

We have a gospel to proclaim,
 good news for all throughout the earth,
the gospel of a Saviour’s name:
 we sing his glory, tell his worth.

Tell of his birth at Bethlehem,
 not in a royal house or hall,
but in a stable dark and dim:
 the Word made flesh, a light for all.

Tell of his death at Calvary,
 hated by those he came to save,
in lonely suffering on the cross:
 for all he loved, his life he gave.

Tell of that glorious Easter morn,
 empty the tomb, for he was free.
He broke the power of death and hell
 that we might share his victory.
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Tell of his reign at God’s right hand,
 by all creation glorified:
He sends his Spirit on his Church,
 to live for him, the Lamb who died.

Now we rejoice to name him King:
 Jesus is Lord of all the earth.
This gospel message we proclaim;
 we sing his glory, tell his worth.

Words Edward Burns (b. 1938)
Tune Fulda, am 507, William Gardiner, in Sacred Melodies (1815)

The Dismissal

Please remain standing.

The President says:

The peace of God,
which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you, and remain with you always.
Amen.



Giving of a Lighted Candle
Benjamin is given a candle lit from the Paschal Candle.

God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness
and has given us a place with the saints in light.

You have received the light of Christ;
walk in this light all the days of your life.
Shine as a light in the world
to the glory of God the Father.

The Deacon says:

Go in the light and peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Organ Voluntary

Material in this Order of Service is taken from Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of 
England and Common Worship: Times and Seasons, copyright © 2000–2006 the Presidents’ Council. 
The texts of the Scripture readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible 
(Anglicized edition), copyright © 1989, 1994 the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. This compilation is copyright © 2021 The Chapter of York.


