
Friends of York Minster Activities 2023 

 

 

Friends Coffee Mornings: 

 From 10 am to noon in the North Transept of the Minster.  

  On Wed 12 th April and then Wed 3rd May – Wed 1st November inclusive 

(The first   Wednesday of the month) 

‘Come and meet friends while enjoying a coffee and delicious cakes’ 

Further upcoming events for your diary: 

AGM Saturday 24th June  

Thursday, 10th August: Esk Valley Theatre for a matinée performance of the new play Deals 

and Deceptions by Mark Stratton. (Subject to ticket availability) 

Thursday, 12th October “Artistic depictions of New Testament Women” a lecture by Gail Nina 

Anderson.   

NB details for these events will follow later in the year.  

 

 

Musical Concert                Monday, 20th March at 2.30 p.m. 

St. Chad's Church, Campleshon Road, York, YO23 1EY. 

Performers:  

Natalie Houlston (soprano)  

Geoffrey Coffin (piano and organ) 

Natalie was a chorister in the Minster Choir and continued her 

studies at Rugby School and Durham University, where she gained 

a first class music degree.  She is currently a choral scholar at St. Martin-in-the-Fields Church, 

London and sings with a wide variety of choirs and other groups across the country. 

Geoffrey came to York in 1971 and was privileged to be Dr Francis Jackson’s Assistant 

Organist at the Minster.  He continues to play solo recitals, has directed various choirs and 

particularly enjoys accompanying singers and instrumentalists.  

Music: to include solo songs by Elgar, Mozart and Richard Strauss and lighter favourites from 

the twentieth century. 

There is a small church carpark and plenty of on street parking. Buses run close by.  

This will be open to members and non-members. 

Price: £10, to include hot drink and cake.                                                                       

Organiser: Sue Wood  

 

 

 



 
The "Blue Plaques" of York tour.   
 
Thursday, 13th April, 2pm 
 
This is one of two walking tours. Numbers are limited per tour, one tour 
only per person. 
 

Blue (and other) Plaques record great events, personalities and monuments of York's past. 
Ranging from Roman Emperors to Nobel Prize winners they record those with a national profile 
such as Guy Fawkes and lesser known local heroes such as Pit Corder, Quaker and a founding 
father of Applied Linguistics.  This walk will take us from Exhibition Square through the centre of 
York to the Merchant Adventurer's Hall taking in almost 2,000 years of our history.  
 
Cost : £5                          Keith Knight (Association of Voluntary Guides to the City of York) 
 
 

"Fyer Fyer”   

Thursday, 13th April, 2pm 

This is one of two walking tours. Numbers are limited per tour, one 
tour only per person. 
 

 

A look at fire prevention in York, particularly in the 19th century with the rise of organised 

firefighting and insurance (all those little plaques!). Plus a small fire at the Minster in 1909 and a 

look at some successes and failures when the Corporation's Fire Brigade was set up in 1875. 

The tour will also point out where the Fire Stations were located before the end of the 19th 

century.  

 

Cost : £5                         John Shaw (Association of Voluntary Guides to the City of York) 

Organiser: Sue Wood 

 

 

 

BURNBY HALL GARDENS.   Tulip Festival   

Tuesday, 25th April     

We visit Burnby Hall, near Pocklington. These lovely gardens, noted in 

summer for their water lily collection, celebrate spring with a tulip 

festival every year. Within the grounds there is a variety of small 

gardens, each with a particular style or feature. The tulip festival is held 

in the Aviary garden. After walking round the garden, there will be a tea 

served in the café.   

This visit involves walking. 

Depart York Memorial Gardens – 1.30pm.  Return York – 5.00pm approx.  

Cost: £30.00 (includes coach, entrance fee and tea)      Organiser: Cate Champness 



 

 

 

 

 

 

June 2023                                                                                                                                                                      

1)A Herriot Dales Odyssey,  Tuesday 6th June, 9am departure: a drive into the Yorkshire 

Dales, visiting some of the locations used in the two series of the programme. It has proved 

difficult to book catering for this trip, due to uncertainty in the current economic climate. By 

altering the route, a buffet lunch has been arranged at the Black Horse in Grassington with 

coffee and cake later in the day. The coach will no longer stop in Askrigg. The cost is 

expearound £42. Max of 40 people, including (MW). Organiser (MW).                                                                                                                                                                           

(The proposed theatre trip to Stamford has been abandoned due to the matinee now being 

performed at 11.30am. Organiser (HG) ).           

1. 2)FOYM AGM, Saturday 24th June, afternoon event: Similar format to last year, 

witAGM followed by talk (has been entered in the Dean’s diary), Evensong and 

refreshments.  Organiser (MSB).      

 July 2023                                                                                                                                                              

1)Pickering Church and The Ryedale Folk Museum, Tuesday 4th July, 9.30am to 5pm: 

there will be coffee at the church and a short talk by the vicar (and possibly CC). A sandwich 

lunch (plus hot drink) has been arranged at the Forest and Vale Hotel. Then on to the Ryedal 

Folk Museum at Hutton le Hole. There will be time for people to buy a drink before the return 

journey. The cost is £48 (includes donation to the church). Max of 40 people, including (CC). 

Organiser (CC). 

 

 

 

August 2023                                                                                                                                                                        

1) Esk Valley Theatre Trip: Thursday 10th August awaiting details of matinee performances. 

The play will be Deals and Deceptions by Mark Stratton. Organiser (MW).  

 

 

    

 

PART 1:  THIRSK:   The World of James Herriot 

All Creatures Great and Small 

Tuesday, 9TH May  

In the first of two outings, we visit Thirsk and the World of James Herriot Museum.  

Set in the former surgery of Alf Wight OBE, the world’s most famous vet, we gain a rare 

insight into the man himself, the work of a country vet, the books written under the pen name 

of James Herriot, and the film and television adaptations which they inspired. Between 1978 

and 1990 the BBC produced 90 episodes based upon his books, and a new production by 

Channel 5 was aired in 2020. Part of the museum depicts both the surgery and home as they 

were in the 1940s, and portions of the surgery sets used by the BBC are on display. Alf Wight 

was a modest, down-to-earth and generous man who died in 1995, and his wife, Helen, died 

four years later.  

Whilst in Thirsk there will be time to visit some or all of the following: 

THIRSK MUSEUM where you will learn about Thomas Lord, founder of Lord’s cricket ground; 

see the haunted Busby Stoop Chair; discover the importance of farming to this market town; 

gain an insight into Thirsk’s history from earliest times through to WW2. 

ST MARY’S CHURCH, an imposing building dating back to the C15th and restored in 1877 by 

George Edmund Street, is described by Nikolaus Pevsner as the finest church of its kind in 

North Yorkshire. Discover the Major Bower window; the Medieval and Wicket Doors; the link 

between here, Mount Grace Priory and Catherine of Aragon; and the crypt. 

THE ZILLAH BELL ART GALLERY which is a contemporary art gallery established in 1988 

and which has earned a reputation for the range and quality of the work on show, especially 

original prints, etchings, engravings, screen-prints and lithographs. 

If you have time to spare, you can explore the bustling cobbled square of this historic market 

town, dominated by the town clock. 

Lunch is included. Please note, walking to the venues and around Thirsk will be involved. 

 

Depart: York Memorial Gardens – 9.45am.  Return York – 4.45pm approx.  

COST:  £39                                                                               Organiser: Michael Wiles 

 

 

 



 

 

 

PART 2:  A HERRIOT DALES ODYSSEY 

Tuesday, 6th June  

In the second of two James Herriot visits, we are taking you on a picturesque journey through 

some of the Yorkshire Dales countryside. As well as including areas covered by Alf Wight in his 

work as a vet, we shall be seeing various places used in the filming of both the BBC and 

Channel 5 adaptations of the All Creatures Great and Small Books.  

Our route will take us from York to Knaresborough, Ripley and Lower Nidderdale before we 

climb over the high moors to Pateley Bridge and Grassington. Here we shall have a break, 

long enough for you to discover the places used in the Channel 5 series, including the building 

which is Skeldale House. After lunch (included), we shall continue through upper Wharfedale, 

passing through Kettlewell and Buckden and over Kidstones Pass into Bishopdale and Aysgarth 

and then to Askrigg, the site of Skeldale House as used by the BBC dramatization. 

 

Driving down beautiful Wensleydale there will be much to 

enjoy as we pass through Wensley, Middleham and Masham 

before stopping for afternoon tea (included). Finally, we 

make our way back to York, hopefully with many happy 

memories and an inclination to re-read the books! 

 

 

Depart: York Memorial Gardens: 9.00am.        Return: York between 5.00 and 6.00pm. 

Cost: £43                                                                              Organiser: Michael Wiles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 


